
EUROPE, NATO
BREXIT, PESCO

WHICH WAY FORRIT
FUR SCOTLAND?

As its contribution to the International
Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons

(ICAN)Scottish CND invites your
participation in a discussion on the 12th

February at 7.00pm at the Edinburgh
YESHUB 31 Lasswade Road   EH16 6TD  with  experienced European friends. 

Ann Patterson
The accidental and brutal death in Belfast of a family’s children was the catalyst in 
1976 for the founding of the Peace People,and the 1976 Nobel Peace Prize  for an 
immeasurable contribution to the process leading to the Good Friday Agreement, 
which curtailed a terrible period of hostility and violence. Many fear that agreement 
is threatened in the context of the UK Government’s Brexit. Ann has been part of 
this process, and in addition to her pragmatic activity in very charged situations in 
her homeland, she  has travelled along with Mairead Maguire around the world, 
from papal audience to the demilitarised zone that divides Korea, offering counsel 
for peace.

Anne Palm
is  the Executive Director of the Wider Security Network (WISE),a network in Finland 
with the strategic goal of encouraging public analytical discussion regarding the 
practical meanings of human and broad security. The board, made up of 8 NGO-
members and 9 Members of Parliament, works with civil servants, researchers, 
journalists and  individuals to advance dialogues well as practical activity on 
common projects. Anne previously worked as the Operations Officer for the 
Organisation for Security and Co-operation  in Europe (OSCE) on its Special 
Monitoring Mission in the Ukraine from 2014- 2015.

Roger Cole 
is chair of the Peace and Neutrality Alliance (PANA) which advocates Irish Neutrality 
and and opposes the use of Shannon Airport by the US military. PANA seeks a 
reformed United Nations as the institution through which Ireland should pursue its 
security concerns, and  is affiliated to the Peace and Human Rights Network. Roger 
has represented PANA at the hearings of the sub-committee on Ireland's Future in 
the European Union and on related matters to the National Government of Ireland, 
particularly focussing on the treaties and activities that extend EU powers in 
security and military alliances. With PANA, Roger works to bring together like-
minded groups in Europe, and to co-operate with similar groups throughout the 
world.



Dave Webb
is a member of the World Beyond War Coordinating Committee and Chair of the UK 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament (CND), as well as Vice President of the 
International Peace Bureau (IPB) and the Convenor of the Global Network Against 
Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space. Dave is Emeritus Professor of Peace and 
Conflict Studies at Leeds Beckett University (previously  Leeds Metropolitan 
University). Dave is well known to Scottish campaigners through CND UK and his 
frequent visits, including his valuable contribution to the Nae Nukes programme of 
meetings in September, and is quietly kenspeckle in Jeju and Okinawa and New 
York’s UN building.

NATO As  entry  into  force  of  the  new UN  Treaty  on  the  Prohibition  on  Nuclear
Weapons (TPNW) approaches, NATO has to take account of the possibility of coping
with European member states that accede to the TPNW rejecting not just their own
possession of  nuclear  weapons,  but  their  participation in  nuclear  alliances or  in
provision of  assistance to nuclear armed states. Being a member of NATO is not
prohibited  by  the  Treaty,  so  NATO may be  required   to   reconsider  its  nuclear
weapons policy. 

PESCO The 2017 EU Permanent Structured Cooperation on Security and defence
co-operation  quickly  adopted  an  extensive   list  of  projects  with   the  aim  of
integrating EU member countries' militaries under the European Defence Agency
(EDA). This joint military pact will also be open to the U.S. and U.K., in or out of the
EU, all  under the direction of  the  EDA ’s Chief  Executive,  appointed in turn by
Defence Ministries of  EU member countries. The law establishing PESCO doesn’t
contain a single mention of the United Nations, nor does it refer to peacekeeping.
Denmark has secured an opt-out of PESCO. Scottish political parties will require to
have a manifesto position about this and the electorate should be informed.

BREXIT 
Make of it  what you will,  but The Good Friday Agreement works on the basis of
sharing  and interdependence.  Joint  UK and  Irish  membership  of  the  EU,  and  in
particular the customs union and single market, have facilitated a reduction in the
constitutional  questions through giving people and business groups an ability to
lead  their  lives  as  they  chose  on  any  north-south  basis,  underscored  by  a
commitment to human rights as well as power-sharing. However Brexit plays out,
this balance is undermined and Scotland should have an informed understanding of
that in its own relationship with the UK Government

OSCE is an important European institution for Scotland. It contributes significantly 
to the rules-based international system upon which Scotland’s prosperity and 
security depends. This applies whether Scotland is an independent country or is 
seeking recourse for the democratic deficit it finds itself in on nuclear weapons 
policy and in relation to hosting the nationals of and trading with other European 
countries. In or out of the UK, Scotland has to increase its capacity for building a 
secure future for all its people.

RSVP Janet Fenton:   janet@wordsandactions.scot


